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19 DECEMBER 2018 - The very positive 2017 EU economic evolution, benefiting the upstream part
of the value chain with a robust growth of textiles and man-made fibres production and good export
performances in the manufacturing industry, materialized into a strong turnover evolution during
2017. Though the global economy continues to perform well overall, the outlook in 2018 and 2019 is
less favourable, also according to the European Commission’s economic forecast, which in Autumn
2018 is confirming a gloomier perspective compared to the one of Spring. Growth gaps between
regions of the world have recently widened, and several emerging economies have even gone through
some turbulence. The US economy is in a late cycle phase, the Fed is in the process of raising interest
rates, and Europe overall has a less robust growth than the other side of the Atlantic despite favourable
short-term prospects.
2018, a “soft-landing” year for the textile and clothing industry…
The EU-28 textile and clothing industry can expect that, for the entire year 2018, the textile production
will marginally grow or stabilise - the weakest result since 2015. Such “soft landing” will also be visible
in the other parts of the industry. Clothing production should barely evolve - a “positive” sign for this
sector - also because the knitwear sub-sector shall manage to stabilise its production at the 2017 low
levels, after four consecutive years of declining results.
… and 2019, an uncertain year
2019 preliminary forecasts confirm the current trend of a declining
production tending towards a stabilisation of the production at
current levels, even if a turn in the economic evolution could be
expected at the end of 2019, for textile and man-made fibres
production in particular. Forecasts show that production would
decrease until the second or the third quarter of 2019 before
bouncing back on the positive side in particular for textile and
man-made fibre sectors preparing a better 2020.
BREXIT
Brexit will certainly change the industrial and trade scene
profoundly. Though all the existing supply chains active across
the Channel are potentially in danger, the analysis points to few
of them as being potentially at high risk.
Technical textiles and garments exports from the UK could be
severely under threat. For the EU-27, the main families of goods
at risk are the same: clothing, technical textiles (including carpets)
and also part of the more “classical” textiles like yarns, threads and fabrics.
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Combining trade structure and dependence with UK and share in UK trade, the analysis showed that
only a few of the EU-27 Member States concentrate higher risks in: Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland,
Italy and the Netherlands.
When focusing on the main product families trade dependence from and to the UK for the above six
main EU-27 trading partners, it is possible to identify strong dependence and high risks of negative
impacts for a number of textile and clothing products:
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CITH - the Textile and Clothing Information Centre was used extensively for the drafting of this publication. It provides
statistical information on trade in textile and clothing since 1981. The basic data are collected by Eurostat and
subsequently processed by the CITH in order to present the European import and export data in detail by partner
country and by product, in accordance with the groupings used by Euratex. CITH can deliver tailor-made reports on
customers’ request, which can be updated on a regular basis, or adapted to a specific format.
EURATEX - the European Apparel and Textile Confederation, is representing the interests of the industry at the level of
the EU institutions. As the voice of the European industry, EURATEX aims to create a favorable environment within the
European Union for manufacturing of textile and clothing products.
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